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As a child, I dreamed of being famous. I practised my interview techniques and
speeches in my bedroom, performing for my toys. As an adult, I am relieved that this
childish dream never became a reality. However, I remain fascinated by the idea of
fame—what it means and, more importantly, what artists can achieve with it.
I began writing 10 Minutes of Fame in 2020 while living in Hong Kong and grappling
with the pandemic. At the time, an election was taking place in America, and the
possibility of Trump serving another term as President felt like a very real and
frightening prospect. Flash forward to 2024, and Trump is now about to serve a
second term. As I write this, I see several celebrities using their platforms to urge
President Biden to take drastic measures by invoking his powers of immunity. I pray
that their influence is strong enough to change the course of history.
As I delved into this play, the story began to take on a life of its own, fuelled by
questions I felt compelled to explore and understand on a deeper level.
Mental health is a subject that must be normalised and discussed openly with our
friends and family. This inspired Susan’s story in the play. At the same time, abuse
remains as pervasive today as it was when the #MeToo movement began gaining
momentum, which led me to write Margo’s story. As a writer and performing artist, I
am acutely aware that without stages and platforms to create and share our work,
artists risk becoming extinct. This reality informed Tim’s character, who represents the
struggle of artists during the pandemic—a challenge that continues to grow
worldwide.
I would very much like to thank Maribeth Cole who believed in the play and offered to
support me as a dramaturg. Her feedback only made the play better.
Ultimately, I hope this play accomplishes what all great art should: to inspire,
challenge, and entertain its audience. I also hope it encourages you to continue
supporting the arts and the artists who bring them to life.
Michael Sharmon

WRITER’SNOTES

A PLAY BY MICHAEL SHARMON
DIRECTED BY MICHAEL SHARMON AND LIZ CHANCE

5-15 December 2024
DRILL HALL THEATRE

A big thank you to Liz Chance for stepping in at the last moment to direct the show.



Maribeth Cole
Maribeth has returned to the boards after a few decades hiatus. Trained in
Performance Theory and Dramaturgy, Mb has spent the intervening years
putting those skills to use as a professional chef and artisanal baker. She
dabbles a bit.

Jules Allen
Jules is a seasoned actress and multi-award winning
playwright. Her acting career has spanned for over 30

years. Professionally trained for both screen and stage, much of her career
has been spent in theatre as she truly believes that’s where the magic lies.
Between 2016 and 2021 she worked professionally as a full-time actress in
Melbourne. In 2022, Jules performed in another of her plays, Betty, directed
by renowned director, Iain Sinclair. Betty caught the attention of esteemed
playwright Hannie Rayson, who commented on Jules’s serious potential as a
playwright.

Veronica Lovejoy
Veronica is a mum of three and a musician who dreams of busking solo
around the world. She appeared in the award winning play The Beast and
earlier this year she starred in Secret Bridesmaids Business.

BrookeKarabache
Brooke studied at New York Film Academy and has
since worked on numerous award-winning Aussie
shorts, including Ravish Blue and Gunpowder. She

moved to the Northern Rivers in 2021 and joined Bangalow Theatre
Company’s cast for Rent as Joanne. Since, Brooke has been connected to
the Drill Hall in a range of production roles, notably, stage manager for The
Almighty Sometimes and lighting operation for the Too Young to be Angels
festival season. Finally returning to the stage in “Hot Shorts” last month, she
portrayed Alexa in Artificial Intelligence.

ZoeValensteen
Zoe is diving headfirst into the world of theatre with her first-ever adult
stage performance! Though new to the stage, she’s no stranger to
storytelling—whether through crafting local articles, building fantasy
worlds over a steaming cup of coffee, or exploring the art of voice-over
work. Zoe is thrilled to join this amazing cast and hopes you enjoy the show
as much as she loves bringing her characters to life!
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Content Warning: 10 Minutes of Fame contains adult themes including references to sexual assault.


